It has been known for many years that in certain animals, particularly rodents, a firm coagulated mass forms in the vagina after copulation. It was called a vaginal plug or copulation plug by Moore & Gallagher (1930) who described the anterior lobes of the prostate as the source of the coagulating enzyme and called these`c oagulating glands'. This anterior portion differs physiologically and histologically from the middle and posterior lobes. In the albino rat the coagulating glands lie on the margins of the seminal vesicles, extending from their extremity to the base near the prostate. Scott & Dziuk (1959) concluded that the coagulating gland in the albino rat was a major obstacle to electro-ejaculation since the plug blocked the urethra and caused death from uraemic poisoning. These authors removed the seminal vesicles and the attached coagulating glands and obtained samples of semen relatively free from the accessory fluids. Birnbaum & Hall (1961) collected semen from rats using 30 cyc/sec and low voltage. The semen was without the coagulum and it was assumed that the small volume collected was due to the absence of seminal fluids. These authors also stated that the coagulating glands regenerated readily, but no data were given.
(Received 23rd June 1964) It has been known for many years that in certain animals, particularly rodents, a firm coagulated mass forms in the vagina after copulation. It was called a vaginal plug or copulation plug by Moore & Gallagher (1930) who described the anterior lobes of the prostate as the source of the coagulating enzyme and called these`c oagulating glands'. This anterior portion differs physiologically and histologically from the middle and posterior lobes. In the albino rat the coagulating glands lie on the margins of the seminal vesicles, extending from their extremity to the base near the prostate. Scott & Dziuk (1959) concluded that the coagulating gland in the albino rat was a major obstacle to electro-ejaculation since the plug blocked the urethra and caused death from uraemic poisoning. These authors removed the seminal vesicles and the attached coagulating glands and obtained samples of semen relatively free from the accessory fluids. Birnbaum & Hall (1961) The second breeding trial consisted of mating six male and seventeen female albino rats. Two or three females were assigned at random to each male. The mating period was the same as in the first trial and each female was allowed to litter. After the mating period the coagulating glands were removed from all six males. After the litters were weaned, the females were again placed with the same males as for the first mating. They were allowed to mate and litter as before.
A comparison was then made of litters using the following criteria: total number born, number born alive, number born dead, and average weight of those born alive. The removal of the coagulating glands proved to be a simple, quick operation. The entire procedure, excluding anaesthesia, took less than 5 min per animal, and no adverse effects were noticed. Libido and mating activity were normal in both unoperated and operated animals. No regeneration was observed beyond the crushed portion left by the haemostats. The coagulat¬ ing gland was absent on one side in two of the animals that were given a rating of 1. The twenty-nine animals rated 0 had no coagulating gland present which meant the portion that was crushed by the haemostats at the time of removal apparently degenerated.
The first breeding trial, comparing normal males with males from which the coagulating glands were removed, resulted in normal litters from all the females (Table 1) 
